INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


The volume microcopied on this i has the following back- 
strip title: "92 / China / Charles De fray Sen 1, 1892 / De-~ 
cember 31, 1892 / 1504-1607 / Serasianet. of State." 


It contains despatches 1504-1617 (Peking, April 1 - Decem- 
ber 30, 1892), with enclosures, addressed to the Department of 
State by Charles Denby, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary from the ted States to China. The contents of the 
volume are registered \in part of a volume of a general register 


of corresp e of Department of State, 1870-1906 (reproduced 
in File Microcopy 17, Roll 6). 


This volume is part of a body of records in the Mational 
Archives designated as Record Group No. 59, General Records of 
the Department of State. It is Volume 92 of a series generally 
referred to as Diplomatic Despatches, China. 
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a full exposition of that branch of the great Missionary 
‘question which particularly affects China, the data either 
do not exist, or are not accessible, and if they were, the task 
of collating them would be an exceedingly laborious one, and could 
only be achieved by spme person possessing special qualifications. 
The march of events, however, does not Wait for exhaustive treatises, 
and on an obscure subject a little light is better than none at all. 
Were it only to provoke comment, and contradiction even, such a 
fugitive essay as the present may serve a useful purpose, for the 
subject is really one of the most important of the day. Not mission- 
aries alone, nor statesmen, are interested in the propagation of 
Christianity; men of every shade of opinion and with the most 
diverse sympathies cannot help recognizing, whether they approve 
it or not, the dynamic force of a religion which splits up nations 
as frost does the solid rock. As a potent factor, for good or ill, in 
the re-birth of the great Asiatic peoples, the missionary movement 
commands the attention of every man and woman who, by political, 
commercial, or merely humane incentives, is drawn into cogitations 
on the possible destiny of these ancient races. 

From the nature of the case the information on the subject is 
almost entirely in the hands of the Missionaries themselves. The 
evidence of the natives, which would be invaluable, is not obtainable, 
for when they do speak out they do not speak frankly. The all- 
important consideration, therefore, how the overtures of the mission- 
aries are received by those to whom they are addressed, can scarcely 
be got at by direct means, but only by inference, often of a very 
indirect character. Busy as they may be, the working missionaries 


.do spare a little of their time for investigations into their ways and 


means of progress, and their periodical Conferences, such as those 
held in Shanghai in 1877 and in 1890, the latter attended by upwards 
of 400 missionaries, half of them being women, bring together from 
all pasts of the Chinese empire the fruits of wide experience; and 
they afford opportunities for a healthy interchange of opinions be- 
tween men who have been labouring in many different fields. It is, 
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e divide the smaller from the larger world of thought. ~ 
a 3 Those who are most honestly opposed to. unrestricted seo. 
_ pagandism among anciently civilized races arc well aware that it 
be: cannot be stopped so long as the fervour of religious pas 

Be is bchind the movement shews no signs of abatement, They, 
-s watch the movement, not without anxicty. For even if in West | 
Christendom, in its modern condition of comparative equilibrium, 
‘ religion still constitutes one of the chief difficulties of civil. govern: 
9 ment, to what uncertainties must not the hot aggression of a 
x religion give rise among the teeming populations of ‘the East! The 
remote or collateral effects of their action disturb the repose, OF, : 


Oy ee The lack of spiritual discernment on the part 6f the: reat . 
bulk of his converts. . . . The truths that are lodged in their intellec 
and which they accept as unquestionable verities do not appear to 1 
deeply. Their spiritual nature is not intensely quickened and greatly ¢ 
by “the things of thé Spirit of God,” neither are their moral activities po 
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‘do.them more justice, interrupt the labours of the working missiona- 
ries but little; which is reason the more why the public should seek 
to gain a clearer comprchension of the question, and why the societies 
should give earnest heed to their heavy responsibility in equipping 

-and commissioning so formidable an army and sending it into fields 
so far from their observation. In the following pages nothing more 
than partial glimpses, more suggestive than satisfying, are attempted ; 
and the aim of the writer will be fully attained if the thoughtful 
reader is put upon further enquiry into a pregnant subject. 


Fe a ee ee, 


o, 
-—- ease 


-_ 


+ "< « 


I. POLITICAL. 


Under the political aspect of the question may be conveniently - 
included the whole external relations of mission work in China, to 
governments, people, and institutions. A few prominent features 
which challenge the attention of the most hasty observer are, however, 
all that need trouble us at present. 

In the first place, the missionaries were forced on China by the 
treaties made with foreign powers whom China could not resist, 
and recent occurrences show that those powers from time to time 
interfere, with effect, for their protection. In what light the missiona- 
ries regard such interference is a question of secondary importance, 
Some we know to be professedly opposed to “the arm of flesh” 
being stretched out in their behalf; but when trouble comes upon 
them there is a loud and pretty unanimous outcry among mission-a 
ries for the avenging sword, and considerable impatience is evinced 
when it is slow in appearing. 

Secondly : Toleration for Christian missionaries, extorted by force 
from China, placed Christians on a different platform from the other 
foreign religions, Mohammedanism and Buddhism, to which China 
of its own motion extended complete toleration. Christianity is 
therefore inseparably associated with the humiliation of the empire, 
a calamity which is yet fresh in the memory of the living generation. 

Thirdly: the sole ground on which toleration was claimed for 
Christianity was that it taught men to be virtuous. Only in the 
German treaty, made subse juently to the others, was this qualification 
omitted. The Chinese, however, see that if Christianity teaches virtue 
it also does many other things not specified in their treaties; and the 
people, circumstanced as they are, innately suspicious and fearful of 
change, have some difficulty in recognizing in the actual Christianity 
of real life the innocent disguise which theoretical Christianity was — 
made to wear when presented to them at the point of the 

Fourthly: From whatever cause or combination of causes, mis- 
sionaries of every creed—and they are varied enough—have aroused 
the detestation of the people of China of all classes. We oo METS C 

This last is a fact of supreme importance, The n onat ries—and 
small blame to them—would fain explain it away by al 
the hostility evinced ageinn: Sem Simms ta rom. 
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alone, of, as in the great rising of 1890, by Secret Societies organized 
in alliance with them. It has long been aconvenient fiction whereby 
foreigners who are not missionaries console themselves for the 
open-mouthed hatred of the educated and ruling classes that the 
mass of the people are, if not actively friendly, at least passively so. 
It would, however, be a daring discrimination for foreigners and 
strangers to make in any country, that of drawing a line of demarcation 
between the feelings of the articulate and of the inarticulate sections 
of the people. Even where “hereditary bondsmen” have for their 
spokesmen only men belonging virtually to an aristocratic order, it 
would not be safe for outsiders to assume any wide disparity of 
sentiment—as regards external matters. And, considering the es- ~ 
sentially democratic basis of Chinese polity, and how the educated 
class is recruited from the bourgeoisie and even from the peasantry, 
no one would come to the conclusion @ priori that the learned 
would be likely to nourish feelings which were essentially unpopular. 
Appearances, no doubt, often favour the fond conceit of foreigners 
that the people are with them. In moving about the country for- 
eigners are seldom’ molested; they sometimes even find sociable 
travelling companions among the natives; and in more or less 
temporary residences in the interior, individuals, whether from 
curiosity or good feeling, or both, make themselves agreeable to 
strangers. Yet the universal tendency for mobs to gather round stray 
foreigners, the rough way they press upon travellers even into the 
rooms of their inn, the volleys of foul epithets and even of clods and 
stones always ready to descend on the slightest suggestion, seem to 
betray a sub-stratum of‘ill-feeling covered by a very thin crust of 
civility, Children of three years in country villages lisping oppro- 
brious names the first time they see a foreigner tell a tale which can 
hardly be misunderstood as to the real chronic feelings of the populace. 
To the credit of the missionaries, it must be said that wherever they 
settle they gain the affections of many of the natives. ib is admitted, 
however, that those natives who conciliate the missionaries lose caste 
among their own neighbours, a fact which indicates with sufficient 
clearness the direction of the main current of feeling. In short, the 
‘theory of the friendliness of the Chinese people as distinguished from 
ee ir hte Onn re ot ee irideace ognioe it. 
shoe adm ted that the enmity of the /iterati only finds its 
crete expressior -in risings of the populace. But the 
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Could they. possibly be worked upon = ‘his capi es ‘si 
infusion from without of feelings which they did not share? In — 
isolated cases such a thing might happen, but the indefinite repetition 
of it would be impossible, for, after all, the Chinaman is constitution- 
ally passive; inertia, indeed, is his chief characteristic; and overt 
aggressive action requires the stimulus of overmastering feelings. 

It must, therefore, we fear, be conceded that hatred of mission- 
aries is practically universal throughout China, since there4s no part 
of the country where mobs cannot be set upon them with the same 
certainty as a pack of hounds is put on the trail of a fox. The 
converts and adherents form around individual mission stations a 
thin margin of neutral and even friendly sentiment, but “China's 
Millions” are as a body dead against them, and their native followers 
are the first object of attack when the mobs rise. What is more, the 
hostile feeling is obviously increasing in intensity, and spreading with 
the spread of the missionaries themselves. 

This, then, is the dominant fact in the situation, which demands 
strict investigation at the hands of all missionary bodies and of all 
governments who by force of arms maintain them. For if the 
missionaries misunderstand the attitude of the Chinese nation, they 
may be heaping up obstacles to the entrance of Christianity, not now 
only, but for all future time; and if foreign governments  misunder- 
stand it they may be betrayed into a course of action which will . 
feed the fires of hate, to the lasting damage of both wacsesages and 
Forcigners. 

Were it possible to get down to the fundamental cause of the. 
Chinese national hostility to foreign missions, the eee would 
be worthy of infinite labour. di 
be seriously made by some competent hand; on the mere s irface of 
things, however, are several concurrent causes the paren ° 
which seems sufficient to account, provisionally, for the phenom nor 
The missionaries, speaking of them generally, are not | 
disposed to evade the enquiry, and to take eave ny pee 
paskaie ( eS eee the t 
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‘ane of candid ‘lp pt oervetion. When the Chinese 
tether own clase in support ofthe aie oar Chistian 
Lan a the m =s justly scoff at the fallacy. Equally adverse to sound 
~_-¢onclusion: 5 the anti-scientific temper which is induced in the 
“ie missionaries by the vicious ‘practice of' shunning common terms for 
‘ eee common things, and of ons back on imperfectly under- 
<i Lapiieaeag "Against the easy-going assumption of the missionaries that when 
Pitot hated it is their Master who is hated, there stands the broad 
historical fact, in China, of -tolcration and patronage extended to the 
‘two great foreign. religions, ‘Moliammedanism and Buddhism. Nor 
-can this be explained away by the simple device of referring these 
religions to diabolic invention. So far as religion pure and simple 
is concerned the Chinese bear the palm among all the nations of the 
earth for toleration; and the presumption is therefore irresistibly 
strong that it is never the religious, but some other -clement in the 
missionary compost that rouses the passions of the Chinese. Instead 
of exciting them to wrath, indeed, the standing wonder is that 
Christianity, being what it is, and the condition of the average 
Chinese being what it is, the common people do not hear it gladly, 
for the promise of bliss to those doomed to the dismal life of the 
Chinese masses, and who arc ready to believe anything, must, one 
would think, be like a sunbeam lighting the recesscs of a prison. 
This is the strange thing that calls for explanation, not by cut-and- 
dried dicta from the old Scriptures, but by candid examination of the 
facts of the case, suchas will satisfy any well-balanced mind. While 
waiting for such explanation the missionarics must stand provision- 
ally responsible for cither so misunderstanding their message, or so 
mismanaging the delivery of it as to render it virtually of no effect . 
over the larger portion of their ficld of operations. “I 
The preliminary obstacle to the reception not only of mission- 3 
aries, but of foreigners and.foreign ideas of every kind, is that most 
intractable sentiment of race hatred which is common to all mankind. 
This has to be confronted like a natural phenomenon as a constant 
factor in all international problems; and of all peoples on ‘the face of 
the Earth the English-speaking races have the least reason to be 
surprised at finding it among the Chinese. The contemptuous way the 
English commonalty have of speaking of “nasty dirty furriners” is evi- 
dence enough of the strength of the race antipathy of the English ; and 
if more specific testimony were wanting it would be furnished from 
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ary bodies expect to alleviate it. China indeed cherishes a tr 
hospitality to strangers from the Four Seas, and is in this | 
more liberal than most other states. But then such strangers must 
come as guests and suitors, looking up to the central nation as their 
protector. To such the imperial bounty will ever be extended, as to 
shipwrecked Loochooans or other derelict persons. It is in no such 
guise that the Western foreigners present themselves in China. They 
are successful rebels against the Middle State, her guests only by the 
right of the stronger.- We say we have many good qualities, also 
good gifts to bestow on China, including the knowledge of things in 
Heaven and Earth of which the Chinese, in their classical pride, are 
ignorant. Does such a pretension as that gain us favour in their 
eyes? Ought it to do so? According to the invariable working of 
the human mind the attainments of which we boast and the superfine 
moralities which we profess with not a little braying of trumpet, are 
the things most calculated to excite the hatred, not unmixed with 
fear, of the people on whom we have so brusquely intruded. And as 
a matter of fact,‘all the state papers and other publications of Chinese, 
when not dictated by foreigners, under threats, or written to serve a 
special need, are as the unloading of stores of burning hatred from the 
breasts of their authors. 
Such being the normal attitude of Chinese officials and people 
towards foreigners in general and missionaries in particular, the next 
thing to consider is what inducements have been or can be held out, 
or what means employed to break down or reduce this great wall of 
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| Chioa Inland Mission relates in China's Millions for June, 1891, how 
her party was graciously received by the wife of a mandarin in one 
of their peregrinations in the province of Sechuan. The mandarin 
himself was in an adjoining room, whence he plied the missionary 
ladies with questions, through his wife and another native woman. 
“He wanted of course to know why we had come? Were we 
“going to trade? Had we brought anything to sell? Who had 
“sent us? Were we going to rent a house? How long were we 
“going to. stay ? Had our Queen sent us to China?” In her lively 
gossiping manner Miss Williams here lets in a strong side-light on 
the missionary position, The catechism of her mandarin probably 
epitomises the best thoughts of the Chinese regarding missionaries. 

It is a fact to the credit of missionaries that in many localities, 
indeed, more or-less at nearly every place where they have settled, 
they have established confidence and “rubbed down prejudice,” as 
an old missionary summarised his own work of twenty years in one 
city. And often, by means of cures effected on wives of officials or 
other services rendered, they gain a footing in the Yaméns. In this 
way relations of real friendship are extending in many provinces, 
These however are, after all, isolated cases which do not sensibly 
diminish the mass of.opposition. The good influence of the mis- 
sionaries is spreading—such, at least is the natural inference from 
their published reports; but the important question is whether the 
adverse influences are not increasing in a more rapid ratio. Is the 
water in the ship’s hold gaining on the pumps? Every success, we 
may take for granted, provokes fresh opposition, and the best 
opinion seems to lean in the direction of the opposing wave rising 
and threatening to overwhelm the whole propaganda. 


50 composite is the missionary body that to arrive at concrete 
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that the Catholic Church has, ever since the treaties of 1 
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aggressive policy of France; a power which has been suspected of 

cherishing designs against China, and which has employed the 

missionaries as political and even military spies. The conviction — 

that this causes frequent outbreaks against missions is growing 

among the Catholic missionaries, who remark (see Appendix I.) 

that they have suffered much more at the hands of the Chinese 

since France openly took them under her protection for her own 

purposes than when they enjoyed no protection from any foreign 

power. And even French missionaries are coming (o think that 

they would be better off, and safer, were they to be openly 

divorced from the military power of France and every other 

country. 


All these, however, are considerations which would weigh mainly 
with the educated classes in China, who ate able to keep the run of 
contemporary history. But the Chinese populace is probably as 
unable to grasp, as it would be unlikely to spontaneously act upon, 
the mere political objections to propagandism. If even, therefore, 
the attitude of the Jditerati were rendered fully intelligible 
by such wide views of the situation, the strong anti-missionary 
sentiment of the people would still remain to be accounted for. 
The two forces combined, the guiding spirit of the lettered and the 
obedient muscles of the unlettered class, are as necessary to the 
production of outrage as the dual parentage of vertebrates, With- 
out the stimulus of pamphlets scattered broadcast, of placards and 
harangues to prompt and direct the movement, and without -un- 
animity of feeling in the mass to be moved there would be no mob 
violence against missionaries of a general and far-spread character. 


The modus operandi has come to be pretty well understood, 
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Cerlain able pens, one of whom by the way said to be the son of 
a well-known high official, are engaged compiling the most atrocious 
indictments against the missionaries in general, in which they not 
only travesty and grossly caricature the doctrines and practices of 
Christianity, but charge the missionaries of both sexes with crimes 
which it requires a.Chinese imagination to conceive. Admittedly 
able as literary essays, these lampoons are laden with matters which 
Zola himself would blush to translate into any European language. 
It may fairly be said that these publications, which are sold at the 
government bookshops in every city, reveal the unspeakable foul- 
ness of the Chinese mind, while they fail to smirch the garments 
of the objects of their attack. But that is not, unfortunately, the 
whole question. Sad as it is to think so, the mass of the people 
believe all the charges circulated against the missionaries. Were 
it not so, the pamphileteers are too clever to go on publishing them, 
for they know their audience well. The authors may not in all 
cases absolutely believe their own words, though the human miad 
possesses such an amazing faculty for believing what it wishes that 
it is possible these literary assailants of foreign missionaries are as 
sincere as was St. Paul when he deemed the Christians of bis day 
worthy of death by stoning. There is, in fact, abundant evidence 
that the Chinese officials do believe all these charges. No charges 
of mere abstract immorality, however, would ever incite any Eastern 
mob to the fever pitch of virtuous violence ; and the attacks of the 
literati would be as harmless as summer lightning were they not 
barbed by accusations of another kind which directly touch the life 
of the people at large. 

The missionaries are held up to popular odium as kidnappers 
of children. The crime is so common among the Chinese that 
the fear of it keeps the: villagers in a chronic state of alarm. 
Hence the allegations against missionaries, already objects of suspi- 
- cion and aversion, are accepted with eager credulity, needing no 
proof, The missionaries, it may be said, are fully aware of all this. 

It would serve no good purpose here to follow in detail the 
various medical uses to which foreigners are ‘believed to put stolen 
children, and the various organs and secretions of the body. They 
are well known to all those who interest themselves in China mis- 
sions. No race has a higher reverence for the human form, as such, 
than the Chinese. All defects. and deformities are held in horror by 
them, and they will rather die than part with a limb, In the case 
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of early mutilations for special purposes the parts are religiously 
preserved to be eventually buried with the body to which they 
belonged, so that in the spirit world no blemish may appear. The 
alleged mutilations by foreigners, therefore, enormously heighten 
the gravamen of the charges of kidnapping. The belief that the 
foreign missionaries are habitually guilty of such practices is uni- 
versal among the Chinese people, and is honestly entertained; even 
the learned are not free from the same belief. 


Against such accusations it is obviously useless for missionaries 
to protest innocence; the Oriental mind is impervious to demon- 
stration, which is of course the unmanageable feature in the case, Let 
no one make the mistake of pooh-poohing these extravagances, but 
remember rather in corroboratjon the object-lesson which was given 
in India thirty-five years ago. Convictions were then held by the 
people of Hindostan-as groundless as those now held by the people 
of China, and official persons first pooh-poohed and then allempted to 
stifle them. In vain, however, did government officers expostulate ; 
the designing men who were inciting the popular mind were credited, 
because the belief on which they were working was deep lodged in 
the hearts of the people, and the result was one of the great tragedies 
of history. Let not, therefore, the inherent absurdity or incredible 
grossness of the Chinese charges against missionaries blind any one 
to the plain fact that the Chinese sincerely believe them all. Neither 
Imperial Edicts, Provincial proclamations, charges of dragoons, nor 
the headsman’s axe, are able to eradicate the conviction. Provincial 
officials have been sometimes.dblamed by foreigners for treating the 
popular outcry seriously, and making enquiries instead of at once 
stamping out the whole clamour asa childish absurdity, The simple 
truth in such cases is, the officials in question do implicitly believe. 


every word, a fact of which there have been many proofs in be gi ae 


past intercourse with foreigners. 


Before going on to other matters it may be as well “s 
the possible share which the missionaries themselves t 
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to the fire, Indiscretions in connection with hospitals may at any 


2 time have serious consequences. One of the worst outbreaks ever 


2 recorded, that which occurred to the China Inland Mission at Yang- 
chow in 1868, is said to have been started by the scientific zeal, 
carelessly guarded, of a doctor, in putting a human fcetus into a 
bottle, and leaving it exposed to the view of the Chinese attendants. 
Such accidents are not the cause of the trouble; that lies deeper ; 
but they may often be the occasion, the match which touches the 
guopowder already prepared, — 

Another distinct series of charges against missionaries is that 
they bewitch the people, and their houses and ground. When there 
are deaths in a family or in a village, they are never, or seldom, 
attributed to natural causes, but always to malign influences of qne 
sort or another. Missionaries form a most convenient scape-goat, 
and in spite of their free dispensaries, indeed often in consequence 
of them, they are suspected of giving witch pills and of compassing 
evil designs against the people. Where no deliberate evil intention 
is charged the mere presence of the missionaries is a sinister omen. 
Their houses in the interior also play.a very important part in the 
general scheme of diablerie. It is generally known that the Chinese, 
high and low, are slaves to a weird kind of earth supertstition, 
which is kept alive by geomancers and other interested parties who 
are employed in choosing sites for houses, graves,etc. Their scheme 
for conciliating the good influences of the spirits of earth and air, 
and averting the bad, is of the most elaborate kind, extending not 
only to such comparatively reasonable matters as the orientation of 
houses, gardens, etc., but also to the placing of doors and windows, 
elevation of roofs, etc., and to the relation of the site to the contous 
of the surrounding ground, to sagt, “8 standing water, and in- 
numerable other matters of the like kind. One of the common 
causes of grievance among themselves refers to the spoiling of the 
féng shui or good luck of a house or a grave by the erection of new 
buildings, and the Chinese have their own way of warning off 
aggressive neighbours as effective as the familiar notice, “ Ancient 
Lights” so common in city improvements in London. Even import- 
ant government concerns, such as railways, have to bow before 
popular deities, and are forced either to make a détour or keep 
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influence, rather perhaps they are even greater sda ores 


fessional geomancer than the poor whose superstitions are less 
‘worth cultivating. Long intercourse with foreigners seems not to 
weaken the real hold of the doctrine, although it may induce 
concealment, for shame. A case came recently under notice of a 
thoroughly anglicized Chinese who had some cases of sickness in his 
family for which he could not account until he had consulted the 
oracle. The geomancer pointed out in a foreigner's “compound” not 
far off a certain temporary structure of mats, which he said dominated 
the luck of the house. Ashamed to confess his belief in such things 
the afflicted man dared not ask the foreigner—a friend of his own, 
who would willingly have done it—to remove his shed, but prepared 
instead to abandon his commodious family residence and seek less 
convenient quarters elsewhere, Eventually the féng shui man 
allowed him to compromise by closing up his former entrances and 
getting into the house by a back way. From such an instance as 
this the strength of the geomantic superstition may be inferred, and 
also the unavoidable offence which must be constantly, though un- 
intentionally, given by foreign missionaries establishing themselves 
in the interior. It may be mentioned by way of illustrating the 
universality of such beliefs that the seer in this instance was not an 
ordinary fortune-teller, exploiting a rich vein of credulity, but was 
himself a man of rank and culture, a sort of Chinese Guy Mannering, 
an amateur in occult science, which is a favourite hobby of the 
wealthy and learned Chinese. 


The right to purchase land and build houses is exercised under 
a clause in the Franco-Chinese Treaty, of which missionariés of 
other nationalities claim the benefit under the “ most-favoured- 


o 


3 
x 
¥ 
3 
€ 


POLITICAL. ? 15 


nation” clause of their own respective treaties. When it is dis- 
covered that a piece of ground has been sold to a foreign missionary, 
pressure is usually applied to the seller to make him cancel; the 
authorities refuse to register ‘the transfer, on one pretext or another ; 
but when the local official finally gives way and issues the litle 
deeds, there is peace for a time. The people, however, do not 
acquiesce, and on some convenient occasion, possibly after some 
deaths, or in a time of scarcity, or when they have been inflamed 
by agitators, mobs assemble and burn and pillage the establishment, 
sometimes maltrealing the inmates, and sometimes not. Such are 
thé commonplaces of missionary experiences in China. 

What share avoidable aggressions or imprudent procedure on 
the part of missionaries themselves may have in these constantly 
recurring agrarian outrages it is impossible to say. We hear the 
missionaries’ version, but never the other side, and no man is im- 
partial in his own cause. Some divisions of the missionary body 
have moderate views on the subject, and seem to consider that the 
onus of avoiding disturbance rests on them, that their tenure of 
property in the interior is of doubtful legality, the French Treaty 
notwithstanding, and they hold themselves ready to retreat when- 
ever circumstances require it. These are the views°on which the 
Church of England missions under Bishop Scott, with some others, 
are presumed to act, and though they do not escape all the con- 
sequences of disputes with the other missions, they seem to be trou- 
bled with very fewof their own. 

It is impossible to follow up the proceedings of missionaries 
in the interior, but sometimes an opportunity occurs at the Treaty 
ports of observing their relations with native officials and people. 
The question of house building has been brought to an interesting 
phase recently in a place where both sides of the transaction can be 
studied. A- Missionary Society some three years ago acquired a 
small but desirable site on the main street of a populous city, just 
within the wall, on which they desired to erect a chapel. The*funds 
were partly provided by the general foreign community resident’at the 
port, and partly by the Missionary Society, and the chapel was 
erected at a cost of about two thousand dollars. Scarcely was it open- 


_ - ed, however, when trouble began to fall upon the family of a 


ade teat ancl sickness and death made their home in his 
house. Suspicion fell on the new chapel, and an agitation was by- 
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head of the teilty ito vosk disteoeh beets oily de a 
believe himself in the malign influence of the high building whic! 
overshadows him, but the whole of his woman-kind, of three genera- 
jt ys torment him with their constant wailing. As the only means 
of getting rid of the offending building and ils occupants was to 
buy them out, the Chinese gentleman made overtures to the Mis- 
sionary gentleman, to whom he offered as “compensation for dis- 
© turbance” a sum of money more than seven times what the whole land. 
4 and building cost, and enough to purchase a larger site and build 
a handsome chapel elsewhere. The Missionary was as hard as 
adamant in standing on his treaty rights, and closed the negotiations 
by demanding the sum of $30,000, or fifteen times the value of his 


property. 

The Missionary is no doubt as strictly within his legal rights 
as Shylock thought he was in his little negotiation with Antonio. 
But there are cases when even legal rights may properly give way 
to larger considerations. The position of the Chinese gentleman in 
this case is peculiar, His charities and good deeds have gained him 
a the love and reverence of the whole population, so that if he held 
* up his finger, as he is often urged to do, the chapel would be de- 
3 molished in two hours. But he isa man of peace and forbearance. 

Supposing, however, such a case to arise at a distance from all dis- 
interested foreign witnesses, news of some shocking outrage would 
3 then be given to the world, and one crime added to the roll of 
¥ persecution of the Church in China. 


3 So far only the outward accidents of the 1 ary 
| China have been touched upon, yet even these seem to furnish s 
ficient primd facie ground for the hostile feelings with which for 
missionaries are everywhere received in the country. When w 
come to glance at the pclat of conbas ateeias rages gn and native 
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have any, run in opposite directions to ours; whose | % 
limited by their neighbour's rice field, and whose chronology is 
marked by recurring famines, can scarcely conceive the sacr o 
which is made of cultured men and women in consigning them to a 
long life amid such depressing surroundings, And it lends 
to the sacrifice, in common estimation, to consider that in numerous — 
instances the exile has divested himself of wealth and social position’ 
3 as well as other ingredients which the. world deems most 
| necessary to the cup of human happiness. The physical dis- 
comforts, fatigues, and privations incidental to a missionary career 
appear to be the least.part of what has to be endured in the interior — 
i of China, and it is indeed wonderful that so many of the missionaries 


E come through the ordeal with seemingly unimipaired intellectual 
q vitality, and with the moral sense so little blunted. 

3 The reason no doubt is that the cause to which siuaiaal 
< women consecrate their lives is for them the highest goal of hiiman 
3 endeavour. To some of them their work is so exigent in its claim 
3 as almost to exclude all other thoughts and even ordinary recrea-— 
4 tion. Nothing short° of a high ideal could sustain them through _ 


: their laborious but apparently fruitless years. Their “ mission ” — 
3 speaking of a large section of them—is the delivery of man from 


RELIGIOUS. 19 


the wrath of God, which is to be accomplished through. the 
words which they speak, and not otherwise. No wonder that 
the missionaries should stagger under the weight of such re- 
sponsibility. Those’ who stand outside the torrid zone of 
religious zeal may marvel to see a few thousand common mortals 
voluntarily, indeed eagerly, assuming a co-partnership in the 
eternal purposes, and some may even stand aghast at their daily 
‘urging the Almighty to greater activity in the despatch of His own 
work. Yet what is to the world at large but the wild-fire of fanati- 
cism is to the parties themselves the one assured reality of human 
life. This has to be borne in mind in judging missionaries, who are 
entitled to the common privilege of being gauged by their own 
standard. | 

The progress and prospects of Christianity in China are, how- 
ever, matters which interest a vastly wider circle than that of the 
missionary bodies. The civilized world is justifiably curious to 
know how the grand enterprise prospers ; it is one of the practical 
public questions of the day; as the quality of the civilization which 
is eventually to cover the earth is the issue which is at stake. 

We have seen that the palpable result of Christian missions in 
China has been to excite virulent opposition throughout the country, 
counterbalanced by half-a-million converts. This meagre success, 
as we have also seen, is to some extent at least due to accidents 
of the external relations of the propaganda, hindrances to the 
spread of Christianity which are therefore in their nature removable. 
Should it appear, however, that underlying all these there are real 
hindrances either inherent in the Christian principles themselves, 
or inseparable from the missionaries’ manner of presenting them, 
or, again, due to something peculiar in the circumstances of China, 
the subject would naturally assume a graver aspect. 

__.. Taking the last of these alternatives first: the moral condition 
of the Chinese people differs greatly from that of every other people 
to whom Christianity has addressed itself; a circumstance which 
challenges the studious consideration of those who aspire to in- 
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theology and drawn his inspiration from the Hebrew Scriptures, 
The Chinese, though a ‘religious people, in every act of life wor- 
shipping the unseen, are probably unique among religionists in that in 
their daily life they follow the teachings of several religions at once, 

Such catholicism of feeling might be attributed to coldness of 
temperament (though hardly to religious apathy) were there no 
better explanation within reach. But the true reason which ob- 
trudes itself on our notice seems to be the all-pervading influence — 
of the Chinese philosophy. The grand system of ethics, shaped if 
not created by the sage, Confucius, occupies in China a position 
unlike that of all other systems. The philosophies of the West 
from Pythagoras to Spencer, are abstract and Utopian; that of the 
Chinese is popular and practical. They interest thinkers; this rules 
the common life of the masses, and has done so continuously for 
several thousand years, Confucius has indeed been blamed for 
providing for all the relations of life so completely as to leave no 
scope for new thought. But this is probably to make too much of 
the man, and too little of the poeple. The sayings of a sage could 
not leaven the life of a whole race for two millenniums unless he 
were one with the people, a true representative man. Confucius 
himself disclaimed the title of originator; he was but a transmitter of _ 
the thoughts which were prevalent before his day, and in our 
modern way of speaking he was the natural product of his age and 

race. The noteworthy thing is that the wisdom of the Ancients has 
throughout the whole of their authentic history, and never more 
than in the present era, been to the Chinese the very life-blood 
of their morality, personal, domestic, social, and political, 

In presence of modern discussions as to the basis of ethics* it 
js important to remark that the grand moral inheritance of the 
Chinese is apparently quite independent of specific religious sanction; 
and it is perhaps this neutral character which renders the Confucian 
Ethics so valuable a solvent of all religious acrimony. With this 
solid ground-work of life, unassailable by faction, the Chinese can 
afford to deal calmly with all religions, their own aboriginal cults, 
Taoism with its temples, priesthood and ritual, as well as the 
systems imported from abroad. Confucianism is, without doubt, the 
great moderating force, maintaining an even balance among rival 
creeds, neutralizing exclusive claims, and which would also xtend © 

* Your honesty is nof to be based either on religion or be cy. 
Both your religion Sed polly aa eter A 
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to otk: Wiis nine the same hospitality as it accords to the 
myths and mysteries of indigenous evolution. 

We say “would,” for Christianity seems to remain outside this 
comprehensive scheme of toleration, while foreign religions so like 
it to the Chinese eye as Buddhism and Mohammedanism are 
hospitably entertained, living on good terms with each other and 
with aboriginal superstitions under the Pax Sinensis. Why the 
broad charity of Confucianism should have failed only to embrace 
the supreme human embodiment of Divine charity is one of those 
deep questions which the soi-disant Christian world should set 
itself diligently to answer. The significance of it spreads over a 
wider area than is contained within the confines of China. 


/ The acts of the latter-day apostles, could they be well examined, 
would no doubt throw some light on this question. But only 
fragments of these are accessible, and the light from them is 
necessarily refracted through the missionary prism. The Catholic 
Missions, being under organized authority as regards both doctrine 
and practice, some general conception of their attitude towards the 
Chinese may be arrived at. Personal idiosyncracies are not wanting 
even among them, and within the pale of the Church men the 
most liberal and the most bigotted are to be found. Eccentricities, 
however, are discouraged, and there is an . approximation to 
uniformity in the work and teaching of the Catholic Missionaries. 
The Protestant missions, on the other hand, though sectionally 
organized, allow infinite latitude to personal peculiarities in actual 
practice, while in matters of abstract doctrine the denominations 
seem to be exacting enough. The missions are so scattered, 
moreover, as to be practically inaccessible to investigators. It must 
be understood, therefore, that the general remarks which follow 
rest on very incomplete data, and are subject to large exceptions. 
From the official reports of missionaries, from their contributions 
to their own periodicals, from the diaries and personal letters which 
occasionally obtain the like publicity, and from conversations with 
individuals belonging to several sections, the general deduction to 
be deawe is thet their attitude towards Chinese Ethics, Philosophy, 
eae oes Soe ball In order to build the 
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cinapticas, tor Chien tee ank-ts tae saad een 
entertain sincere respect not only for Confucian philosophy but 
for the native and foreign religions which flourish in China, And 
in this connection, the great services which missionaries have 
rendered to the cause of knowledge can never be forgotten. It i 
to their labours that we owe what we know of the Chinese 
language and literature. Missionaries compiled the only diction-. 
aries as yet in common use; a missionary translated the classics 
into English, laying the whole world under perpetual obligation ; 
missionaries have explained the Chinese religions ; and a distinguished - 
English missionary, when entering the Temple of Heaven in Peking, 
put off his shoes because the place was holy. A missionary has 
quite recently contributed to descriptive anthropology the first 
attempt at a systematic analysis of the Chinese character, 
the first that has been made of any national character. And, tuning — 
towards the Chinese side, the Missionaries have the credit of 
awakening thought in the country, and their great industry in 
circulating useful and Christian knowledge in "publica... 
tions of various sorts, though comparatively barren of result in its 
main purpose, has spread the light of Western civilization far and 
wide in the empire. 

But although missionaries have written books on the Chinese 
religions, and have honestly laboured to do them justice, the fact 
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studied them necessarily approach them with foregone nclusic 
peorsaberemmabeiartintieei eon At one artic 


people eee ta Rcauanstocenestes tn 
rer to formal condescension than to true sympathy. 
ng needfal, the entering freely into the spirit of the people, is 
naturally, Peau ince Gay othe te ios Chanten, ond the 
Sat 1 hes: Gale Sk om But gratitude is not awakened in 
"that way, much less love. Natives instinctively fear foreigners, et 
dona ferentes, and the more the gifts are pressed on their attention 
the more suspicious they naturally become. 

The missionaries act naturally in laying hold of the excrescences 
of Chinese superstitions and practices, and applying to them their 
own criteria, thereupon condemning them as base and damnable; in 
disparaging Confucius and his works, scoffing at the polytheistic 
Buddhists, and pouring contempt on the monotheistic Mohammedans, 
with fine impartial, insular scorn. When they have once attached 
an “ism” to any of these things, its doom is sealed, and Anathema 
is the only word that remains to be spoken concerning it. The in- 
convenient morality of the Chinese, when it cannot otherwise be 
disposed of, is referred, without more ado, to the Father of Imposture. 
All this may be natural; but the effect of it is no less natural. 

There is, however, and notwithstanding the a friori- judgment 
of some missionaries, an irrepressible instinct in man, whereby he is 
able within certain limits to distinguish between good and evil; and 
the Chinese are -not so devoid of the moral sense* as not to 
appreciate what is good. When, therefore, they hear things 
which they revere, and which they know by experience to be ex- 
cellent and elevating, slighted by men and women in broken and 
barbarous accents, the latent hostility to foreigners and foreign ideas, 
which is a constant quantity in the Chinese mind, is not unlikely 
to be awakened to inconvenient activity. 

* At the close of one of the services a man followed me into the vestry 
and addressed me thus:—‘I have heard you say that Christ can save a man 
from his sins. Can he save me?” “What sins have you?” Iasked. ‘Every 


sin you can think of . . . . . . Iam an Opium smoker, gambler, 
fornicator, and everything that is bad.”"—Rev. G. Joun, af De, wad 


Conference, 1877. 
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condition of the Chinese. “Remember,” he said, , we have forty 

“generations (? centuries) of physical inertia, 
“narrow education behind us,” than which no wiser or more ap- 
posite sentiment was uttered during the whole proceedings, De- 
precating the aggressive method, the same speaker begged his foreign 
colleagues to avoid in conversation or in writing picking out all the 
worst phases of Chinese character and pe Oa silence what 
was good.* 

A courageous missionary, Mr. F. H. James, presented to the 
Conference a paper on the Chinese moral sects, for which he solicited 
the sympathy of his bethren, and even urged that the ways of 
these Chinese seekers after good should be studied with a view to 
learning something from them, and at least of meeting them “in a 
Christ-like spirit.” It was characteristic of the Conference that the 
important subject of that paper failed to elicit a single observation 
from the assembly, while the whole of the day’s sitting at which it 
was read was occupied with profuse discussions on “the 
his qualifications, mode of life,” “lay agency,” “historical review 
of missionary methods,” “preaching to the heathen,” “itineration,” 
and a score or two of similar matters, all interesting enough in 
themselves, though rather like the smoke of the battle which 
obscures the object of attack. Nor was this a peculiarity of any 
one day's proceedings. The w ee ee 

* It is a common saying among ss cclad Se 


fucianism agree in one. Yes, in a of rice with two chopsticks in it. 
This is the aspiration of every class of the people both for the present and 


the future. —Rev. T. P. Crawrorp, at Shanghat Conference, 1877. 


were , marked bythe same characteristic. Every attempt to induce 
het fell dead on the audience or was stamped out of discussion 
by a mass vote; and there seems reason to conclude that this 
particular phase of Philistinism governs the whole missionary system. 
What, the missionaries seem to argue, signifies this or that native 
belief or aspiration or practice, when, whatever they may be, the 
whole must be swept by our besom? To them Chinamen are 
but a mass of amorphous pulp to be put into the moulds shaped 
for them, in the Western : It was not, however, by 
Neglecting the topography of the enemy's country, or even ignoring 
the personal qualities of the hostile troops that von Moltke was 
successful in his campaigns. A Council of war which should confine 
its deliberations to the state of its own forces while treating the 
condition of the opposing force as une quantité négligeadble would 
soon find its plans frustrated, and the flank of its army turned.* 
Supposing that the purely religious element, with its superna- 
tural sanction and unanswerable appeals from the seen to the un- 
seen, were eliminated from this problem, and that an attempt were 
to be made by ordinary, rational, human means to subvert the 
civilization of the Chinese and substitute that of Western Chris- 
tendom, how would the agents employed in such an enterprise 
probably proceed? Would they not endeavour to discover some 
common ground whereon they could meet those whom they sought 
to change, and avoiding rather than courling exasperating conflicts 
with the extremest discrepancies between the Eastern and Western 
devolopments, would they not go back, if possible, to their point 
of original divergence, and then by tracing the causes and the 
_ course of the differentiation get behind the present appearances of 


* We should become thoroughly acquainted with the customs of the 
people, with their mode of thought, and with their literature, that we 
may adapt our preaching to their understanding and illustrate the truth 
by allusions to familiar things—Rev. D. Z. SHerrie.p, at Shanyhat 
Conference, 1877. 

We have learned that though a missionary in time past might 
have spent his life imagining he was speaking the native language and 
turning men to God, when he was doing no such thing, detng decetved 
by the peculiarities of his circumstances and the difficulty of knowing what 
goes on tr: a Chinese heart, home, and community, yet such room for 
mistake is lessening. We have learned some lessons, and may be encouraged 
to go on learning, so as to beable to teach—Rev. J, Savier, Zhe 


Messenger, 1889. 


a > Woulk ae sso ot AS > ’ 


, 


‘heats <eg se feast? “2S Sie /,r0 a 
elf in his place ” se ang 


(. , — ’ 
ae po & a ary. 
t th * “ane Pibig'y- 


4 


verdict, is publicly and officially extolled fi Chair oo Ohis h 
virtue. Results of moral evolution so disparate vemeleee ne 
derstood by rudely contrasting them and condemning off and 
one extreme from the stand-point of ils opposite. One we 

to dig deep indeed into the foundations of the social 
reach the point where the two civilizations would throw an otel 

ble light on each other; but it is by patient research and labor 
sap rather than by head-breaking onslaughts on the outworks that the 
citadel of Chinese ethics is most likely to be carried, — 
monstrations may tend rather to consolidate the resistance than ad 
overcome it. 

Speaking generally, it is perhaps an open question whether iain 
any conditions the moral improvement of mankind is furthered by 
denunciation. The more approved method surely is to build upon 
the existing foundation of what is good, and by stimulating the 
higher to gradually induce the neglect and atrophy of the baser 
qualities of the mind. Love succeeds where severity fails in ys 
individuals into virtuous paths; and the principle applied to the 
Chinese of diligently seeking out what is good in their | 
in their practice, and of grafting on to it that which is of the same 
nature, but better, might result in a peaceful and happy transmuta- 
tion. Such, however, is quite opposed to the system on wh 
missionaries, as a body, seem now to work. They will hold no p 
with “the enemy of souls,” bi 
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_ To say, as in deed if not in words many of them do, that there 
is absolutely no good in systems which have sustained so great a 
people through periods of time during which the mightiest empires 
of the earth have risen; flourished, fallen, and been resolved into 
their elements is surely to do violence to obvious truth. And to 
assign all the good which cannot be gainsaid to the insidious devices 
of the Evil One is but a poor kind of monkish subterfuge, an escape 
for minds driven to the wall by fixed beliefs brought into open 
contradiction with observed facts. 

~ Jn turning away, therefore, from the native virtues of the Chinese | 
the missionaries seem to be surrendering the strongest vantage 
ground wad could occupy as a base for evangelising operations. 
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The dominating principle of Chinese life, that which rules the 
family and the nation, is universally admitted to be Filial Piety, the 
systematised reverence for living and dead parents. As to this the 
Sages did nothing more than put the seal of their authority on a 
popular cult, which was already in their days of immemorial antiquity, 
the outward observances only having changed. There is probably 
in all the world, no stronger principle, able as it is to command 
unli ““*ed sacrifices from every li man and woman; to which the 
imperial service itself has to yield. Nothing can stand in the way 


of filial duty, whether it be to the living or the dead. It is « 
one of the wonders of the world, as it certainly is the life of the = 
Chinese nation. It deserves at least reasonable study. It links the ¥ 
living Chinaman to the whole past of his family and race, not i 
by bonds of nebulous tradition, but in what he feels to be real 4 


living contact. It links him no less to the future, in which he shall 
live as the past lives in and about him. The custom of adoption, 
“not peculiar to China, is one of the provisions which society has made : 
eee to secure to every individual his due participation in the life to come. + 
Volumes might be written on the pros and cons of Filial Piety. 
bape fa on all. good by any means. The imperiousness of 
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fails, owing large debts to Chinese, let us say, among others. The 
families of the debtors may be as rich as Croesus, but it would be 
deemed an act of quixotic generosity for a son or a brother to 
indemnify the creditors. Conversely, a Chinese who should fail in 


like circumstances would entail the burden of his debt on his family 
and posterity. Active individual enterprise is promoted by the 
one principle, while caution and family supervision are ensured by 
the other; on which side lies the ultimate balance of good vee 
evil it would be hard to estimate. 

What then is the attitude of Christianity towards this venerable, 
deep-rooted moral force? Do the missionaries seek to attach it to 
their service? On the contrary, they refuse to tolerate it on the face 
of the earth,* and bluntly call on China to choose forthe be- 
tween Christ and her ancestors:—and she does. — 


As regards all such matters the missionaries seem to proceiisn 


a regular and consistent plan. They take up a subject as a chemist 


does a substance in his laboratory, and they apply to it a very limited 

range of verbal tests. As soon as they find the blue precipitate 
corresponding to the word “idolatry” in their vocabulary the analysis 
is complete, and the phial is labelled and placed in a glass case for 
the instruction of future neophytes.. Word-worship is the per] 


As Ma + 


2 . 
wt 
wei at tat 


. ot 
x 
TA. 


~ 


bane of the book-learned, who, like other men, become assimilated | 


to what they work in, and end by putting the symbols in the place 
of the things symbolized. Missionaries seem to suffer from two 
forms of this disease of the learned. One is exhibited in an a | 


of phrases transferred from archaic Hebrew and Aramaic Greek to 
archaic, but very beautiful English, which are ‘in early pie: m- Bits = 


mitted blindly to memory, and in adult life wor: ed, 
idols being-kept neatly ranged in rows in little cerebral : tines, duste 
and always ready to be brought out. The other form is the fe: rs! 
of words in general,—logolatry. 

Under the tyranny of 
missionaries have expended 
about the Chinese terms used br the Sepem 
could not of course employ the terms a al 
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tera nny rr may. have been added to 
. antheon, but the dispute has ended in smoke. With 
sige most of the Protestant missionaries are now 

adopting the term which was used by the carly 
i Je - But what a sacrifice to mere words—“ husks,” as the late 
Ss Dr Wiliameon ventured to call them, to the scandal of his missionary 


se a “Such a word:idol is this “idolatry,” which, being biblical, must be 
" revered.* What is meant by it in our modern days is no doubt the 
_worsh y of something other than God,—or, according to Mr. Hudson 
7 Sadie whe thiske to Heliewe, “Jehovah "—but as the missionaries 
_ perhaps know neither what is, nor what is not, God, they take 
-@ good deal upon them in pronouncing judgment in matters 
which transcend their comprehension. As was hinted by one 
of themselves, moreover, to apply to Chinese whose sin is fidelity to 
their own traditions a term coined to describe Hebrew renegades is 
very like uttering counterfeit money. This word “idolatry” as used 
by missionaries is little more than something to conjure with, and 
Chinese ancestral “ worship,” as it is designated by them, will probably 
long withstand attack by paper swords of that kind. One learned 
member of the Shanghai Conference, some way gone in logolatry, 
formulated seventeen separate and compact verbal reasons for 
forbidding the “worship” of Chinese ancestors! 

The Mohammedans, purer Monotheists than the Christians, and 


* Nor is it possible to estimate the harm which has been done in matters 
of higher speculation and conduct, by loose verbiage, though we may guess 
at it by observing the dislike which people show to having anything about 
ree mart Sm thay understand it 
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truth have been distorted than those bearing on Idolatry. For the 
idolatry there denounced is neither sculpture, nor veneration of sculpture. 
is. Eidolon,” phantasm or imagination of 
enduring, from the Highest Living Good, 
| good which ministers to it. The 
he is said to have “seen good” in 


goodness appointed always to be stuihio. 
have goodness and worth ascribed to them from the heart.— 
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to the family spirits. Close to the foreign settlement -at one of 
treaty ports is a noticeably well kept grave which is frequ | 
by solitary Chinese. It is the tomb of a 


for his medical skill than for his benevolent character; phy 


regular practice of the people who live in the locality to bring incense — 
to the grave and consult the spirit of the deceased worthy. On the» 


@ 


annual festival strings of visitors, mostly women, pay their re 
to the spirit of the good physician. In this service reverence is no 
doubt mixed up with expectation of favours, as is the case in all re- 
ligious systems whatsoever. 

Of the missionaries’ relations to Buddhism it would be too long — 
to tell. Nor is it necessary to say more than that it also, with all its 
superstitions and its benevolences, its great history and wonderful 
popularity, is simply abomination to be fought against till it is de- 
stroyed. For is it not also “idolatry”? + . 

Coming to the more positive side of the siledomaries! Sencha 
the evidence somewhat fails us, for excepting at the sea-ports, and 
in the case of the disciplined and regimented Catholics the missiona-_ 
ries who are spread over China do pretty much what they individually 
like, and give such accounts of their work as they think sufficient. 

Much asthe division of the Christian force into so many separate 


* The title of his paper [Rev. Dr. Martin's “Plea for "y 
is one that cannot be discussed by any Protestant body.—Rev. J. Hopson 
Tayuor, Shanghai Conference, 1890. 


t It is no sign of true religion to affront a false. —Rkv. Dean Boreas, 
Shanghai Conference, 1877. 
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factions is ie: Sek eaiietidc MAA: dilstinaatad to thé prospects of the 
missions as is the transference of these relics of strife from their 
native homes to the soil of China it is not on the missionaries but on 
the Societies which send them out that the blame, if any, rests. 
That it is a great evil can hardly be doubted. Whenever Chinese 
converts obtain a hearing on the subject, they speak, with no ambi- 
guity, of the immense loss of force which Christianity sustains 
through these divisions. 

But there is perhaps.a-still more serious evil in the vagaries of 
hundreds of irresponsible evangelists who go about the country re- 
tailing the figments of their own excited brains as the pure gospel. 
They say that whatever the diversities in their teaching may be 
they are at one with the main body in essentials ; which is a mere 
begging of the question. How do they know what classification of 
“essentials” and “non-essentials” their ignorant hearers may be 
making? On these missionaries’ own showing it is impossible to 
prevent the poor uneducated people from making of the whole thing 
a tangle of fetishism, nor do the evangelists always resist to the 
uttermost the tendency to make “medicine men” of them, which 
shows itself frequently -in their ignorant followers, On all such 
matters, we repeat, we are dependent on the parties interested 
for information as to their doings, and as they are neither unbiassed, 
nor-as a rule persons whose judgment has been strengthened by 
severe training, their statements have to be received with some cau- 
tion. The most eccentric missionaries are naturally those, many of 
them single women, belonging to Mr. Hudson Taylor’s “China Inland 
Mission.” They number 480, more than one-third of the total force 
of Protestant missionaries in China. They are drawn from every 
séct in England, from Canada, Sweden, and perhaps other countries ; 
and the territory of China is systematically parcelled out among 
them so as to obviate collision and to minimize the outward aspect 
of their diversities of creed and conduct. Members of other bodies 
_ may look askance at the doings of the China Inland Mission as an 
ee en Army, but they cannot 
| them in the eyes of the Chinese, who | 
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that every conteat ok es eieslscny Why tesa sdb ge cae 
ing what he disapproves. But even his protests would not prevent 
his instruction being interpreted by the proceedings of others <a 
fessing to teach the same doctrine. 

The Inland missionaries are mach itn ial aon 
“itinerating,” in which their unmarried women also take part, 
perambulating the streets of towns looking for invitations to enter 
houses. From their diaries and letters we get occasional glimpses of 
what these independent evangelists teach the Chinese. A species of 
thaumaturgy enters largely into their system. They here meet the 
Chinese on their own ground of spiritualism, and in cases of sickness 
or trouble, the missionaries are ready to back the foreign against the — 
native Deity, after the manner of Elijah with the prophets of Baal. 
In other words they live by prayer, not privately merely, but often 
openly, and by way of challenging their opponents. When a patient 
dies for whose recovery special prayer has been made, and the 
petitioners are self-pledged to a successful issue, they do not look at 
the material cause of death, but examine the mechanism of their prayer 
as if it were an experiment in physics that had miscarried. When 
they want a free passage in a steamboat they pray for it over-night, 
and the most hard-hearted shipping agent is unablé to deny the naively- 
pious request perferred at 10 am. next day. Nothing of the most 
trivial kind happens to these good people but by miracle, that is to say, 
by special and continuous interpositions of the Almighty, with whose 
ideas they affect an easy familiarity which to minds reverentially 
constituted is rather shocking. Hence perhaps the very general pre- 
judice against pietism which the pietists are too prone to attribute - 
to the secular antagonism between good and evil, they having never 
a moment’s doubt on which side of the line they stand! There is, 
however, no gainsaying the driving force of such epigrammatic « onvic- 
tions, and if the professors could only show moderately consistent 
success in drawing the fire from Heaven they would ner ib 
supersede all the Chinese fortune-tellers, geomancers, doctors, 
priests. Unluckily in the mere mundane vision of the Chines 
poor Inland Missionaries are seen to be ee ss beh | 
casualties of life just like other folks, and their te 
compensations for earthly griefs satisfies only Lash 
within the incandescent sphere of ‘sees 2 


difficul Tie Un atpie whveetSithcigfn so Serene 
yt rest. There are, however, many missidnaries who perceive the 
p, and are not convinced of the authority for the obligation, 
a aeaasdiy oes ooteaston tan evar sabbatarian régime 
a ek ) Phase are some again who deny the communion to Chinese who 
a Rie © denis or emoke, even common tobacco ; and nearly, if not quite all, 
_ refuse the sacraments to those who touch opium. There is not of 
goes a shadow of authority scriptural, patristic, or ecclesiastical, 
for any of these prohibitions ; nothing but the self-sufficing judgment 
of the missionaries.* This opens a wide vista of possible abuse in 
the future as the borders of the Christian community become 
~Nor is it Chinese vices properly so called which alone incur the 
reprobation of the missionaries. Societies whose bond of union is 
abstinence from flesh, alcohol, opium, tobacco, and impurity, and whose 
members are held strictly to their rules, are under the ban of the 
missionaries—always, let it be understood, with most significant ex- 
ceptions They pronounce such kind of abstinence “idolatry,” 
verdict always ready to hand which saves troublesome examination. 
‘The Chinese are, in fact, worshipping their own virtue—which no 
missionary over does—and trusting to their own efforts instead of 
etc., etc, 

One practice which seems to be most obnoxious to the missiona- 
ries of certain sections is vegetarianism, which is rather common in 
China. This, it appears, is one of the subtlest wiles of the Devil, to 
make the Chinese simulate goodness even before the arrival of the 
missionaries, and accordingly the victims of this deadly delusion 
must be en om their vegetarian diet at least, if not entirely from 


* Sabbath observance, Opium smoking, ancestral worship, etc. . . . 

. « I think we should teach the native Christians from the Scripture 
and allow them to legislate on these points. Let them be chiefly responsible. 
We are not called upon to legislate—Rxrv. Dr. Epxins, at Shanghat 
Conference, 1877. 

t These sections of the population [the religious sects] are of the 
highest importance. They seem the only people in the empire alive to any 
sense of spiritual realities, “the only living sinners in the empire ” as I once 
calledthem .. . . . They have many affinities to divine truth, and 
are earnestly groping after more light—Rev. Dr. Wittiamson, at Shanghat 
Conference, 1890. 
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q breaking of an et, tonncent a’ 
x blessed to this end ; and we read of w 
| siege to new enquirers in order that- wae 
seduced into eating pork in br cmp 
“ taking the shilling.” | ee ta ee Oy 
Such are some specimens of we excrescences | of the new 
Christianity which is being planted in China These = le on the 
enquirer among their stations in the interior would 
of other matters, novel to him, which have become too 
for the missionaries themselves to think of recording. 
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The various schemes of theology, which are taught to th 
Japanese, and other Eastern peoples would aie «sp 
treatise, and much more information than is at present vaila able to 
the public to elucidate. ie eaay bs aie, pene rnd bibli- 
cal criticism is simply ignored, as well as the widening te te he 
modern churches in matters of set doctrine. Men who landed i in Ct na 
30 OF 40 years ago, with a complete outfit of cdeskamad ni 
have naturally been too busy to change them, unless they happe 40 
possess the rare faculty for assimilating new ideas which e 1 the 
Chinese life itself suggests to some open minds. tells 
a certain German gentleman who passed his youth in the 
in the Georgian era, and who when found by a traveller fifty years 
later buried in his native principality, spoke a dialect of English which 
consisted mainly of oaths, grown out of date in good society, but 
which were found bottled up and seemingly quite fresh in the memory 
of this veteran. Theology im partibus seems to be in a somewhat 
similar case, and it is curious sometimes to come across in the Far 
East antiquated samples of creeds which are disappearing in the 
lands of their origin, just as one finds in old Dutch houses specimens 
of the Chinese porcelain of the seventeenth century. While even 
: the cast-iron theologians of the Free Church of Scotland and the 


stern Presbyterians of America are seeking ways of escape from the 
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rigid fetters in which the famous Westminster Divines have bound 
them these 200 years and more, and are actually making concessions 
to unbaptized infants, Calvinism in its naked form is being diligently 
inculcated on Chinese and Japanese, as if it were the ultimate and 
indisputable truth. A zealous. evangelist of those parts in conversa- 
tion lately frankly made this “ Confession”:—The Almighty—may the 
irreverence be forgiven!—having got into a legal difficulty with 
mankind, devised a plan by which the penalty due should be imposed 
on Another who was innocent of offence. By this means the human 
race was to be saved, or at least rendered salvable. Other complica- 
tions, however, prevented the consummation of the Divine scheme, 
and in fact only a select few were ever really intended to participate 
in the so-dearly-purchased redemption. In order, however, that the 
condemned, by far the larger portion of mankind, might be technically 
put in the wrong, they were to be given a chance of hearing the 
Gospel, which they were foredoomed to reject; and their final con- 
demnation was thereby rendered more terrible than if there had been 
no scheme of redemption at all, or they had never heard of it. But 
the important thing was that God should be justified, and even get 
glory! 

So little have these hide-bound creeds advanced in a century 
that Burns’s caricature of them is as applicable as when he wrote: 


O Thou wha in the Heavens dost dwell, 

Wha as it pleases best thysel’, 

Sends ane to Heaven and ten to Hell 
A’ for thy glory : 

An’ no for ony gude or ill 
They've done afore Thee ! 


A lady, fresh perhaps from some theological seminary, pro- 
pounds for “Chinese women,”’—women who, on the testimony of 
another. experienced and keen-witted missionary lady, are unable 
to grasp the simplest abstract idea—a scheme of divinity so elaborate 
that if the salvation of our bishops were made conditional on their 
mastering it the majority of their lordships would have sorrowfully 
to accept the alternative. 

_ The crop of doctrinal anomalies exhibited in a country where 
: each individual utters recklessly whatever come: into his head, without 
check either from higher authority or from public opinion—that — 


4 "Of the natives being of course disregarded —is, as might be ex- 
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known. Hints may octasionally be gathered from thé printed 
papers circulated by missionaries among the heathen of a very — 
chaos of creeds without so much as a sect to stand sponsor for 
them. One man, for example, issues a leaflet which laboriously © 
proves that the cosmos was not created by God, as is commonly- 
believed, but by Jesus. Christian worship is, by the same unreason, 
shown to be directed to Jesus, and: not to God, an essential distinction 
being made between them. It is not surprising, after this, to find 
the corollary of justification by faith worked for all it is worth by 
some of these irresponsible apostles, ridden by a kind of quack logie, 
who lay it down plainly to the Chinese that Christians need not be 
moral, as they have only to believe! 

What the general effect on the Chinese of these varied and 
eccentric teachings may be we have no means of knowing. But it is 
obvious to enquire whether, though Christianity may nominally gain 
by the untrammelled zeal of zealots of all kinds, it must ‘not even- 
tually pay the penalty of being found out as an imposition ? 

In matters of material improvement the Chinese and Japanese 
are not treated so. They are not first given wooden ships, muzzle- 
loading guns, or the Ptolemaic system of the Heavens, but the 
result of the very latest discoveries in every branch of science; the 
latest excursions into the regions of thought, and the newest things 
in sociology. Why should they be so largely denied the wee ad- 
vantages in the sphere of religion ? 

It requires, perhaps, some other eye than that of a working 
missionary to perceive the danger to the future of Christianity from 
a too rigid adherence to wordy things which are beginning to fall 
away from the religion of the West like withered leaves that have 
served their temporary purpose. The light of literature will not 
be stayed in the Far East any more than it has been in India, and 
when the Chinese discover, as their Japanese neighbours are already 
doing, and as the Indians did before them, that the thing which was— 
given them as Christianity would not stand the light which was. 
brought to bear upon it, they will be apt to throw it over, and 
accept the teaching of the missionaries with the religious ingredient 
carefully filtered out. As regards the old comnhen ee? Chris 
ty Se De ee ee 
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of their meaning. But the like excuse does not cover the introduc- 
tion into new countries: of doctrinal forms which, if not already 
obsolete elsewhere, are fast becoming so. 

The missionaries come to uproot the religions of the Chinese 
in order to offer them something infinitely better, but between the 
_ people's appreciation of that something better and their present 
apprehension of the destructive force that menaces them there is 
a very wide gulf,in the passage of which the best hopes of the 
friends of China may founder. It behoves the missionaries to look 
well to it that at least no worn-out simulacrum of Christianity is 
offered, to the prejudice of a purer presentment of it which may 
follow. 

Perhaps what is really vital in Christianity, that which has 
kept it alive through every variety of form, and carried it even 
through seas of crime perpetrated in its name, has never yet been 
presented in a pure form anywhere. Perhaps the constitution of 
human nature will always prevent the true essence from being 
isolated from its grosser concomitants; but at any rate the higher 
ideal which is coming more clearly into view in Christendom might 
be more aimed at than it has yet been in China. And as one would 
not go into action carrying lumber which must be thrown away at 
the first encounter, so missionaries might with permanent profit to 
their sacred cause consider how much of their old (and new) 
religious furniture it is necessary for them to bring into the China 


campaign. 


A real difficulty begins to be felt. also with regard to the Bible 
itself, The book, as such, is held in such superstitious regard by the 
‘text-ridden maéses that the most strenuous efforts have been made 
to circulate its contents everywhere, and more especially in literary 
China, Where the missionaries could not penetrate the book could 
be sent, and where they might provoke opposition by their bodily 
presence the Scriptures might be quietly studied in chambers with 
much hope of future harvest. Till lately not a doubt was breathed 

to th ee ee ae. procedure; but the unloosing of 
ong yunloosing of many, and at the last Conference 
-propriet of the indiscriminate circulation of the 
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ae a “> za a 


4 ‘ 
Serer is un wise oe Fay oye 
oe pre es i Ss : a Py , 
te <a : wte > im % Nay ig a : é - 
r tae ACA SPAN ee 8” Dee ae . 
« - rane ~ 9 mee} “S vas, Bat “te a x i Pee 
>’ * ' Dy ae n co . - 


ar 


- 


‘ 
4 
’ 


Li 


38 ’ MISSIONARIES IN CHINA. 


gone on wholly unaware what effect. the Bible was ei 
the minds of the thousands into whose hands it had been put. 
They simply did their plain duty and left the consequences to take 
care of themselves, or, as they prefer to phrase it, the results, were. 
in God's hands. The more thoughtful heads—and it required some 
courage for them to’say so—now recognize that the Bible is not a 
proper book to be indiscriminately read by people quite unprepared 
for its teachings, and out of sympathy with its spirit. They have 
seen that the foulest attacks made against Christianity by the. 
Chinese literati are loaded to the muzzle with missiles from the 
Bible, which is a petfect arsenal of weapons to be used against the 
missionary cause. The seed which is wafted far and wide on the 
wind cannot be controlled, nor can the soil into which it falls be 
either selected or tended. The hard things in the Bible which. 
stagger thoughtful youths at home, though familiarized with them | 
from earliest infancy, produce startling effects on the minds of those 
who have no teacher to explain and no mother to cover them with 
the gentle authority of her love. 


How little soine aif the nslestoetion fesk.She aaeiial Gani 
ing down the less digestible portions of the Old Testament may» 
be seen from their selecting some of the hardest passages for 
special advertisement. Their tracts, for example, which are in- 
tended be read by Chinese who have never heard a foreigner's — 
voice, are coarsely illustrated by such scenes as Jonah béing’ 
swallowed by the great fish, and Jael ‘she ant SORE 
peg through the temples ‘of her sleeping guest. ‘These things'of > 
course present no real difficulty to the acceptance of the Chinese, __ 
who are perfectly ready to swallow Jonah and ea | 
the fish be big enough. ey tape ore ee 
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- sented to him for the first time in the New Testament ? What the 
Chinese diterati do make of it the missionaries know very well and 
bnive known for a long time, though few dare speak out. 

‘It so happens that, impure as the Chinese imagination may be, 
the whole body of their-classical literature does not contain a single 
passage which needs to be slurred over or explained away, and 
which may not be read in its full natural sense by youth or maiden. 
And to people nurtured on a literature so immaculate in these re- 
spects there are things in the Bible which are calculated to create 
a prejudice against its teachings, even in well-disposed minds. 

The question was argued out at the Shanghai Conference, but 
it would be useless to follow the discussion in detail. One argu- 
ment may be ‘worth quoting for its typical significance. It was 
that of Dr. Wright, delegate of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and it amounted:to this, that to doubt the propriety of forcing the 
whole Bible on the Chinese was to question the infallibility of 
Wycliffe and Luther !—perhaps of the B. and F. B. S, itself. 

Committees are now discussing new versions, and Bible So- 
cieties are in friendly rivalry respecting them, while perhaps the 
wiser scheme of restricting the circulation and keeping it under 
greater supervision has not received adequate consideration. The 
Roman Catholics in China, as elsewhere, have shown great circum- 
spection in the issue of the Scriptures. They consider that strong 
meat is not for babes, whether in the West or East. 


If it be remarked by some readers that scant appreciation has 
been in these pages expressed either of the men engaged, or in the 
work of the missions, the reply is that a panegyric would have been 
easy and pleasant to write, since the materials for it abound. But 
there is a time for everything, and it seemed more to the present 
purpose to endeavour to discover how far the anti-christian feeling 
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which is as hard as the ascent from A etoapereny 24 
missionaries, and have done so fron the tony be ig. itis thus: 


and that the Chinese character is susceptible to it 
The road to the Chines pessoa teeta aa 
the prospect of an abundant entrance ei 
hopeful, were it not for such drawbacks as those which 
above referred te, The danger is that while one is attracted, ten, 
nay a hundred, others may be repelled without arousing misgivings 
in the missionary mind; so that even present successes may be 
purchased at the cost of heavy future reverses. Such possi 
the ordinary working missionary, intent at all hazards on gathering 
in his own sheaves, can hardly be expected to entertain. The more 
need, therefore, that those who are interested in the subject, but are 
under no strain to produce a daily tale of bricks, should venture on 
the wider survey, and get the clearest view possible of (hs geeerel 
drift of the movement. 

Among the “hindrances” which figure so raul in indaalcineey 
discussions it seems scarcely yet to have occurred to any one that 
the chief of all hindrances to the spread of Christianity in China is 
the missionaries themselves. Wise old Dr. Nevius dared to say, in 
full Conference, that “the Bible-sellers, so far from paving the 
“way for the missionary may, on the contrary, obstruct it;” 
and it would be producing the line of thought but one stage further 


to suggest that the missionary, in his turn, may also be obstructing. 


7 


can be introduced to the great Chinese people in 
- @ form that will be permanent in proportion as it is pure ? 


_* China if the most difficult missionary field in the world, and therefore, 

the most hopeless, This, I think, is the reason why 

the missionary spirit in His Church, allowed China to be 

so long closed against missionary effort.—Rrv. Dr. Tatmace, at Shanghai 
Conference, 1877 
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as by the combative form under which ay | "religion 
What then is the outlook ? ass Ae Ee 

For the Chinese government : perpetual foreign reion, 

For the Chinese nation: an incessant ferment of angry pa 
and a continuous education in ferocity against Christianity, 

For the foreign missionaries: pillage and massacre at siaiieits 
followed by pecuniary indemnification, an indefinite struggle with” 
the hatred of a whole nation; compensated by a certain mumber 
of genuine converts to their faith. 

There may be fanatical and one-idea’d missionaries who glory 
in the prospect of strife, and count persecution the + 
testimony to their fidelity. But the moderate men, co: 
it may be hoped the larger proportion, know better. They make 
an honest distinction between martyrdom and suffering for mer 
folly and recklessness. And to such it must be a matter of sad 
reflection, at the end of thirty years of active missionary work in 
the interior of China, that the people should be up in arms 
them, and that the prospects of propagandism are actually worse 
now than they were at the beginning of that period. 

As all the parties concerned in this question are 
their different ways, in the misery of the present on, | 
might all, one would think, be disposed to consider —- wi 
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fegatds the two principal parties to the conflict, the missionaries 
and the Chinese officials and people, matters have been allowed 
to go too far to hope for any voluntary reconciliation between 
them. For were even the provoking cause removed~the cooling 
process in racial or national animosities is slow, and subject to re- 
actions. Nothing short of a miracle indeed could be expected to 
undo in a century. the bitterness which has been fomenting for a 
generation. But the provoking cause cannot be removed. The mis- 
sionaries cannot cease their operations, even during a truce, and 
the irritation which their mere presence excites must therefore be 
kept up, with what fresh exacerbation of feeling the history of the 
next twenty years will perhaps show. 

Any hope of relieving the tension is more likely to be found 
in the deliberations of the different governments than either in 
modification of the tactics of the propaganda, or in change in the 
sentiments of the people. And the foreign governments have every 
inducement to seek some safer modus vivendi than exists at present. 
Formerly, indeed, some of them might be interested in missionary 
troubles as affording them convenient occasions to intervene for 
their own purposes; but the quasi-protectorate of Christians, which 
never had a true legal basis, has in these later days been virtually 
dissolved, and its political value lost, by being shared in by all the 
Powers. 

It may be assumed, therefore, that the Western Powers would 
unanimously desire to see the missionary question so disposed of as 
that it might never again become a subject of even diplomatic 
correspondence; while to the Chinese government it would be 
worth millions of money to have this dangerous rock taken out of 


the way. 


As we have seen, the two aspects of Christanity—not affecting 
its principles, but merely incidental to its form of tation,— 
which render it odious to the Chinese are: its foreign ts, and its 


z: ~ ‘maaintenance by foreign arms. The one cannot be got rid of, unless 
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power of the West to be brought to an end a chief root of bitterness 
would doubtless be extracted from the Chinese mind, and a basis 
might then be established for gradually improving the relations 
between the people and the foreign missions, And though at first 
sight this might seem to imply an abandonment of teachers and 
converts to the fury of their enemies, yet the stored steine would 
not be without its compensations to both classes. . 


If the scheme of protection which is based on existing treaties 
could be relied upon to be always maintained in effective operation 
there would be no need for seeking any other. Were any one or 
more of the Western Powers consistent in their armed support of 
missions, never relaxing their pressure on the Chifiese government ; 
and were the Chinese government on its part possessed in reality 
of its full nominal authority over all sections of its people, it is 
conceivable that the /iterati and provincial mobs might be first over- 
awed, then subdued, and finally conciliated. For there is nothing 
like utter and unmistakeable defeat for securing the good will of 
the Chinese. In all cases where foreign force has been actually 
resorted to it has been perfectly successful in establishing peace. 
The English raid on the turbulent and piratical villages near Swatow 
about twenty-five years ago, though scarcely justified on its legal 
merits, not only gave a peace to the neighbourhood which has en- 
dured to this day, but it has converted a population of brigands 
and murderers into orderly and prosperous citizens; and in short has 
civilized a large district which the native authorities were never able 
properly to control. The firmness shown in 1868 in dealing with 
certain outrages on missionaries at Yangchow by, the British 
Consul, the late Sir W. Medhurst, backed by that gallant old sea- 
man, Sir Harry Keppel, converted that from being the most dan- 
gerous into one of the safest of mission stations, There has been 
no exception to the rule, that the strong hand has never bad to 
give peace and disperse ill-feeling, _ 


The drawback to that mode of procedure is its spasmodic and 
uncertain operation. Once in twenty years perhaps the W 
Powers may gird themselyes up for a forcible remonstrance with 
China, but this phase of the baines bes ee : 


gathers to a head, and either bursts*or passes, le — ae 
much as it was before. How often in a century ha ee * 1a oo 
hope that England, France, and Germany; 80 y of Russia 


and the United States, could be brought to ta ke concer te “po ion, 
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as they have done recently, in China ? A war in Europe, for exam- 
ple, caused the worst outrage ever perpetrated by the Chinese on 
foreigners, the Tientsin massacre of 1870, to be passed over with 
scarcely any notice by the Powers concerned. And what is to happen 
in the long intervals of inaction, when the Western governments 
forget the very existence of China? The removal of pressure which 
immediately follows each demonstration affords, by the natural law 
of reaction, fresh encouragement to the disaffected, and from the 
day after one settlement of grievances is concluded a new ac- 
cumulation begins, if not in the identical spots where reparation 
may have been exacted, in a hundred other places, It will be 
extremely interesting to observe in the next few years the attitude 
of the populations in the Yangtze valley who have been mulcted 
to pay the cost of their recent riotings. 

_.. The action of Western governments is liable, moreover, to be 
weakened by other considerations besides the effects of mere 
apathy or pre-occupation. While vindicating or desiring to vindicate 
the ‘rights of their own nationals they are liable to be visited by 
qualms of doubt as to the propriety of their proceedings in particular 
cases as they arise. They know their data to be incomplete, and 
mixed and contradictory accounts reach them as to the relations 
between the Chinese Imperial Government and its subordinate go- 
vernments, and between these latter and the /iterati and people. 
It has been observed also on critical occasions during the past 
quarter of a century that the Western governments are accessible to 
the private representations of persons speaking with authority 
(though not always with responsibility ) on Chinese matters, while 
the reports of their own accredited agents are comparatively neglect- 
ed. It is not, therefore, difficult to imagine how, before deciding 
on forcible measures in any particular case, the resolution of Fore- 
ign governments may be in danger of being paralysed by misgivings 
of various kinds, 

And there are unquestionably real difficulties on the Chinese 
side also, It is easy to point to treaties and demand their strict 
fulfilment; easy also to point out the inconsistency or duplicity of a 
government whose public proclamations pass unheeded in the country. 
Duplicity is the universal resource of the weak in dealing with the 
| a But statesmen who feel the difficulties of good and just 
; pment pressing on themselves must also take account of the 
| er re rennin. wih whi Gy 
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have dealings ; and the history of foreign intercourse with China, 
while it proves the efficacy of force, shows also that force has been 
resorted to on occasions when perhaps a better a emerge 2 with 
the true state of the case might have obviated it. ies 


In the recent crisis, if indeed it can ba’ projjeily: colialabital Sa 
past, the difficulties of the central government were of no imaginary 
kind. Sudden explosions at numerous points covering an immense 
tract of country called for great circumspection ; careful sifting of 
reports from all sides was nécessary in order to get a practical 
appreciation of the forces at work, and their direction. Rash ill- 
informed action might have had dangerous results. It was not 
necessarily the connection of foreigners with the riots that’ caused 
the hesitation, for the instinctive caution of the Chinese government 
is shown quite as much in matters of purely domestic concern. The 
governments, imperial and provincial, are weak enough, or wise 
enough, to court their proletariat, and it is not uncommon to see the 
most powerful rulers cowed by popular demonstrations, even of very 
moderate calibre. There were special reasons for circumspection in 
dealing with the outbreaks of May, for as has since been shown, the 
focus of the insubordination was the turbulent ‘province f Hunan, 
and it so happened that the troops and the officers at the of 
the government on the Yangtze were all drawn from that province. 
An insurrection of the people, or mutiny of the troops, would have 
served the ends of the Western governments as little as eg OF the 
Chinese government itself. 


Hunan prides itself on. being the cradle of petviokbaik” and the 
impregnable citadel of conservatism in China. It has given to the 
state some of its greatest men, and has supplied the army with its 
best soldiers. The province has for these and other reasons, and by 
force of character, exercised almost a dominant influence in the 
counsels of the empire. It has been a tradition that none but a native - 
of Hunan could be Viceroy of Nanking, because the troops and crews 
of gunboats, etc.,employed within the provinces under that government, : 
being Hunanese, would not obey a stranger, The rule was broken 
through this year, in the appointment of a non-Hunanese to. the a 
viceroyalty of the lower Yangtze, and the he covcnil utbreaks are 
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earing of the Hunanese towards foreigners, and the 
¢ populace in China, to relate what happened to that 
Seta ath Sina at We go seen Tséng Kwo- 
| ‘Vice : oy of Chihli, was ordered by the Imperial government 
eet +his own provincal capital being Pao-ting-Fu, 

oF ieee te tot bear 00 investigate the causes of the 
a, sagencre of 21st June, 1870. He reported, awarded cer- 
ratior found a number of people guilty of murder, and 
d them. Foreigners did not think the settlement altogether 
| , and in particular they were convinced that the true 
BOIS Ged Wk of tacedes thay wees tka while certain 
individuals of no reputation were delivered in their stead for execution. 
The Hunanese took a different view, and to mark their contempt for 
their great fellow-provincial’s truckling to foreigners, they struck his 
name off the roll of the Hunan Club in Peking, defaced his tablet 
there, and did him further dishonour. The Viceroy felt all this 
acutely, but though he spared neither money nor other conciliatory 
appliances it was only after a length of time and with the greatest dif- 
ficulty that he succeeded in wiping out the outward signs of his disgrace. 
It may be further mentioned in this connection that the late Marquis 
Tséng himself, when he returned from Europe, dared not visit his 
ancestral home because be was held by his countrymen to have been 
defiled by his residence among foreigners, and was apprehensive of a 
rough reception in his native province. The populace did actually 
burn down his house to stigmatize his defection from the anti-foreign 
traditions of Hunan. Other provinces are only in a less degree, and 
less aggressively, anti-foreign than Hunan itself. The sacred province, 
however, considers it has special grounds for its pre-eminence in anti- 
foreign feeling in the capture and exile of the Canton Viceroy, Yeh, 
by the English in 1858, he being a distinguished native of Hunan. 
But was it not rather the foreign-hatred which he had imbibed there 
with his mother’s milk that led Yeh into the course of conduct which 


precipitated his fall ? 

These defiant populations might be reduced to discipline, and 
even tamed into amiability, by a moderate use of force, as was the no 
less unruly population of Canton under the firm hand of Sir Harry 
Parkes, who sascsates that city after its capture by foreign troops in 
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to him, whereas now he has to pull his own chestnuts off t ; e hot 
It is, perhaps, an open question whether, poe 


and dilatory disposition of the Chinese 


foreigners to compel them to keep order in their own cou 
a hypothetical parallel let us once more recal the case of the 
ment of India in 1856-7. Supposing that the excitement of t 
ution of Hadas tal bet oe ee 


of such third cant, or even ado te ot 
Canning might have brushed aside the Calcutta pp 
Hallidays, Beadons, and all the obfuscated old Colonels, and 
ated sh toate eee ee 


ment would be crippled, This is a view of the matter, h 


which has only a speculative interest, as no such it 
calculated action will ever be taken. 


he, ; ge ee yey afer the event to dice wha ought to or 
0 lik kely to be mai » in every country ; and where it is such a 
complex ‘eumiace one or more Powers employing irresistible 
ore to compel another to coerce its own people, with a very 
mperfect comprehension of the conditions of the problem, the dis- 
| to evade or postpone action will be on all ordinary occas- 
ions overpowering ; and thus the protection due to the foreign 
residents * in China is always liable to be rendered nugatory in the 
very attempt to translate it into practice. 

The protection of missionaries in China, against the national 
will, by the strong arm, whether of foreign powers or of the native 
government, being thus shown-to be at the best uncertain and in- 
adequate, the question naturally arises whether the status of the 
missions admits of such modifications as would make it possible 
for the government to do justice to them without encountering the 
secret opposition of its own people. 

From consideration of the difficulty, so often proved, of follow- 
ing a consistent and dignified line of policy, under existing circum- 
stances, we opine that the Western Powers would be inclined 
to welcome any solution of this perennial Missionary question 
which would relieve them from the responsibility of protecting 
the missionaries in China, a duty which they can only fulfil 
in a capricious and defective manner. And if the right which 
has been exercised is not one clearly laid down by any 
treaty provision, it would be the more easy to modify existing 
relations by some new definition. In exchange for the withdrawal 
the heavy hand of the Western Powers China would no doubt 
willing to grant substantial concessions, extending even to the 
taking of Christianity under the shelter of the Imperial wing; as 
is virtually done with the other two foreign religions ; and to the 
offering of satisfactory guarantees for the safety of the mission- 
aries well as of their native followers. Dr. Edkins indeed 
considers (see paper read at the last Shanghai Conference) that 

is already openly acknowledged by the State, and is 

one of the established religions. Nor could any Edict 

of Nantes be more satisfactory as a Charter of toleration than the 
Memorial to the Throne by the Tsung-li Yamén published in the 


*The Chinese animosity is not confined to missionaries, although they, 
as pioneers, chiefly bear the brunt of it, : 
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troversy an approach might next.be made to those more ¢ : 
questions, such as the conduct of Schools, Hospitals, etc., vhict 
touch both sides so tenderly. So long as things go on as at pres. 
ent suspicion will never be allayed as to the uses to, which for. 
eigners put such institutions. 

An essential condition of a good working 
between missionaries and the Chinese people would be the placing of 
the whole missionary establishments under official supervision, 
Personal visitation would have to be made obligatory on the local 
magistrates as part of their official routine, and they would be called 
upon to make regular reports to the chief authorities of their respec- 
tive provinces. In this manner the utmost publicity would be given 
to missionary operations; no one would need’to ask who are these 
people, and what do they do, and the familiar “half brick” which 
is kept ready to throw at strangers might gradually fall out of use. 
The Christian religion might thus obtain a real status in the country 
as well as enjoy the official recognition of the government. 
Naturally, all inflammatory placards and calumnious brochures would 
have to be rigorously suppressed (as they have occasionally been. 
before) and a general principle of give-and-take be introduced wate 
would spread like oil over the angry waves. 


A serious proposal to place foreign missionaries on 3 smooth 
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working basis was made twenty years ago, and by the Chinese 
_ government itself, almost the only example of true initiative with 
which it can be credited. The Tientsin massacre of June 1870, and 
the disagreeable consequences which followed impressed the Em- 
peror's Ministers with the necessity of doing something to prevent 
future occurrences of the same kind,and the most liberal, fair and open- 
minded minister that has ever been in the Foreign Board, Wén- 
seang, being then in power, he drew up for the consideration of the 
foreign governments the famous “Missionary Circular” of 1871.* It 
consisted of an elaborate and moderately expressed review of the 
whole position, followed by eight rules for the government of mission- 
ary relations with the people and officials in the provinces. The 
rules referred to (1) the management of orphanages, which it was 
proposed either to close altogether, or to place under severe restric- 
tions; (2) the mixed attendance of women and men at public 
worship which, being contrary to Chinese propriety, scandalized the 
people; (3) the legal status of missionaries in the interior and the 
evil consequences of the imferia in imperio which had resulted 
through the missionaries separating themselves, and even their native 
_ Converts, from the jurisdiction of the local anthorities; (4) the 
restriction of proceedings in the case of riots to the persons actively 
participating in the same; (5) the clear definitions of passports so 
that missionaries should not be able to move about at will leaving 
no trace; (6) the need of strict examination into the character and 
antecedents of converts; (7) the etiquette to be observed by mis- 
sionaries in intercourse with officials, the missionaries not to arrogate 
official style; and (8) the reclamation of alleged sites of ancient 
chufches to be stopped, great injustice having been done to Chinese 
through being obliged ‘to surrender properties which they had 
honestly bought and paid for. 

All these suggested rules were illustrated by specific instances 
of the evils resulting from the absence of such rules, and the whole 
document was based on the earnest desire of the government that 
the foreign and native Christians should live in friendship with their 
Chinese neighbours. 

The communication was not enthusiastically received by any 
of the foreign governments, although the good intentions of the 
Chinese government were frankly acknowledged ; and several of the 


charges made, in all good faith, against the missionaries were re- 
* Blue Book “China No. 3, 1871.” 


modus vivendi, it deserves honourable mention in the | lel 
occasion. pigs 4 
Fresh proposals in somewhat the same sense eh been * ade 


by the Chinese government during the recent discussions 
redress for the outrages on ‘the Yangtze in 1891; but the poten 
diplomatic representatives naturally refused to entertain any sug- 
gestions of the sort until complete satisfaction hed bem en 


these outrages. 
The time may yet come, however, for considering some ‘hatin 
of reconciliation between the opposing parties, And as the circular 
of 1871 was addressed primarily to the missionaries of the Church 
of Rome—as the governments of great Britain and the Unite 
were prompt to discover—so any hope of even a partial trial of a new 
agreement must still rest mainly on the Roman Catholic Miss 
They possess a solidarity which Protestant missions lack ; th 4 
under a strict régime; they have superiors whom they ¢ 
and who can speak for them; and above all they poss 
present head of their Church the most far-sighted, the n 
and the most Christian-spirited Pontiff that has ever sat 
of St. Peter ; who has shown himself at once tender and © 
and is aly solicitous for the welfare of the Church, 
including if that definition Christians of every sect throug out the 
world. pane le) e 
Nor is the feeling of a coming change in the status of es 
Missions altogether new to the Ca the subj 
in fact been a good deal discussed during the last few years 
the imperfect protectorate claimed by France was seen ¢ 
crumbling into dust. One saimloonry Wt leat C 
self in no ambiguous terms on this point (See Apps 
rapprochement between the Vatican and the ‘ pe 
1 on he corcion of Se Se ee 
edral in Peking opened the way to ulterior ne 
ed that there was no insuperable obstacle on ei 
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t rivals. For one thing they are no longer such eager 
ras they wer, but is several provinces least, live in 
of Christians, where having planted Churches, 
of thom aeady venerable, they now water, and watch for the 
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Ti ak anes uc to ptor tant, ty 
fathers have not only an eye to the best sites—witness the Cathedrals 
at Canton and Peking, the “Hills” near Shanghai and many other 
places—but they enter moreover into investments in real estate as a 
means of providing revenue ;—chiefly however, at the Treaty ports. 
they are the most popular of landlords. So by their admirable 
economies they are able to supplement the subsidies of their missions, 
and whereas the Protestant missions draw their whole supplies from 
their mother countries the Catholics extract a good proportion of 
theirs from the soil on which they labour. It might be that some 
regulation could be applied to this branch of husbandry should it be 
anywhere found to offend the prejudices of the people. 

Were the Protestant Missions an organised body like the Rom- 
anists, the problem of a general reconciliation would lose some of its 
most intractable characters. For they could then speak and be 
spoken to, which is not possible under actual conditions. Each one 
of their thousand is as good as another, and, in his own eyes, perhaps 
better ; and the Societies themselves retain so much of the unregene- 
rate man as to nourish a very human jealousy of each other. Signs 
are, however, beginning to be observed of both individuals and 
societies becoming alive to the serious evils of the schismatical spirit ; 
the periodical Conferences at Shanghai seem to be the heralds of a’ 
closer communion, and in Japan the necessities of the position have 
prompted a wider federation among sects and societies than has ever 
yet been attempted in China. The sense of disorganization has 
indeed pressed so strongly on some of the more progressive mission- 
aries that throwing over the traditions of their fathers, they have de- 
clared openly for Episcopacy as the true and Scriptural form of 
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continue to weigh upon the minds of great num 
And as there are many earnest hearts and able ad 


Whatever may be the future order, however, the present state of 


things is equally intolerable to all the parties concerned, and is 
with far-reaching disaster. : 


September, 1891. 
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Rev. L. E. Louvet, of the “ Missions Etrangéres,” wrote in - 
Les Missions Catholiques, 26th June, 1891 : * 


In this 19th century great efforts are being made for the conversion 
of China. From five the number of missions has increased to thirty—that 
of Christians has risen to more than half a million. Are we at last then 
to see the sunlight of gospel truth shine on this great empire? Alas! 
. after ninety years of striving, the situation from a religious point of view 
appears to be more involved than ever. 

It is of no use to hide the fact : China obstinately rejects Christianity. 
The haughty men of letters are more rancorous than ever; every year 
incendiary placards call the people to the extermination of the foreign 
devils ; and the day is approaching when this fine Church of China, that 
has cost so much trouble to the Catholic Apostolate will be utterly des- 
troyed, in the blood of her apostles and her children.., 

Whence comes this obstinate determination to reject Christianity ? 
It is not religious fanaticism, for no people are so far gone as the Chinese 
in scepticism and indifference. One may bea disciple of Confucius or of 
Lao-tze, Mussulman or Buddhist, the Chinese Government does not 
regard it. It is only against the Christian religion it seeks to defend itself. 
It sees all Europe following on the heels of the Apostles of Christ, Europe 
with her ideas, her civilization, and with ¢hat it will have absolutely 


nothing to do, being, rightly or wrongly, satisfied with the ways of its 
fathers, | : 


The question, therefore, has much more of a political than a religious 
character, or rather it is almost entirely political. On the day when in- 
telligent China shall be persuaded that it is possible to be Chinese and 
Christian at the same time ; above all, on the day when she shall see a 
native ecclesiastic at the head of the Church in China, Christianity will 
obtain liberty in this great empire of 400 million souls, whose conversion 
will carry with it that of the Far East. 

The efforts of the missionaries should therefore be directed towards 
separating their cause entirely from all political interests. From this 
' of view I cannot for my own part but deplore the intervention of 


treaties? During the first forty years of the present century three mis- 
sionaries only were put to death for the faith, after judicial sentence, viz., 
the Ven. Dufresse, Vicar-Apostolic of Sechuan, in 1814; the Ven. Clet 
and the Blessed Perboyre, Lazarists, in Hupei, in 1820 and 1840. Since 
the treaties of 1844 and 1860 not a single death sentence has been 
judicia lly pronounced, it is true, but more than twenty missionaries have 
fallen by the hands of assassins hired by the mandarins, These were: in 
1856, the Ven. Chapdelaine ; in 1862, the Ven. Néel; in 1865, 1869, 1873, 
MM. Mabileau, Rigaud, and Hue, in Sechuan ; in 1874, M. Baptifau in 
Yunnan ; in 188s, M. Terrase, i in Yunnan, Did the treaties prevent the 
horrible Tientsin massacre in Jnne, 1870, the murder of our Consul, of 
all the French residents, of two Lazarists, and nine Sisters of Charity? 
Nearly every year Christian communities are destroyed, churches sacked, 
missionaries killed or maimed, Christians put to death. And when 
France protests against such outrages she is answered by an insolent 
memorandum (1871) filled with calumnies against the missionaries and 
their works, and the chief of the embassy sent to Paris to excuse the 
massacres of Tientsin is the very man who directed them, and whose 
hands are still stained with the blood of our countrymen! 

Of course I give full credit to the zeal of our Consuls and Ministers. 
In almost every case they have given us hearty and loyal support, even 
those who, not possessing the joy of being Christians themselves, appeared 
unprepared by their antecedents to defered in China the religion they 
had persecuted st home. Nearly always sectarian batred has been 
forgotten in national honour, and he who expelled the Jesuits from 
France proclaimed himself their friend and protector in Peking. . 

It is not therefore the zeal of our diplomatic agents that I find want. 
ing. Iam only concerned to show their impotence. 

Rightly or wrongly China, will not have European civilization 
which in combination with Christianity, is to them simply the invasion 
of Europe. 


Let us then distinctly separate the religious from the political ques- 


tion. 

Needless to add that this is a strictly individual opinion, for Ihave no 
authority to speak for the missions, and I am well aware that among the 
missionaries opinion on this subject is divided. But being thorouglily 
convinced in my own mind I thought I might, without inconvenience, 
avail myself of the liberty granted by the Cen ees eee 
and defend, in moderation, any honest conviction. 


—. 


APPENDIX II, 


MEMORIAL TO THE THRONE BY THE TSUNG-LI YAMEN RESPECTING 
THE RECENT OUTRAGES ON THE YANGTZE, 26TH JULY, I89I. 


The Prince and Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén reverently submit 
a Memorial to the Throne in which, with the view of ensuring the 
tranquillity of the country and the prevention of future trouble, they 


have been occurring with:such persistent frequency. 

On learning, during the fourth moon of the present year, that the 
missionary establishments at Wuhu had been demolished, the Yamén 
telegraphed at once to the Superintendent of Trade for the South 
asking him to send a gunboat to maintain order and afford protection, 
and desiring him to depute an officer to investigate the circumstances 
on the spot. Anonymous placards having been posted and false 
rumours circulated simultaneously at Anch‘ingfu, Shanghai, and 
other places, the Superintendent was likewise requested to direct 
all his subordinates to redouble their precautions. Later on the 
Superintendent of Trade and the Governor of Anhui reported 
u affair had its origin in false rumours 
were female missionary doctors kidnapping 
young children. The popular suspicion could not be allayed until a 
crowd collected and a riot took place which resulted in the missionary 

| by tl Two of the ringleaders were 
uéntly arrested and summarily decapitated by way of warning. 
The district had resumed its normal peaceful condition. After a very 


nual trouble has had a very disquieting effect 
| inese and foreigners. In investigating the cause of the 
nt state of things, it will be found that it arises from the great 

number of disbanded soldiers and of the 
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portion of the population has nothing to do, and its object is to influence 
the minds of the people by the dissemination of placards and to make use 
of the opportunity to c-eate certain trouble. 

The religion of the Wes han tar ke chict the lessees a 
virtue, and in Western countries it is everywhere practised. Its origin 
dates a long time past, and on the establishment of commercial in- 
tercourse between China and Foreign Powers, a clause was inserted in 
the Treaties to the effect that “persons professing or teaching the Christian 
religion should enjoy full protection of their persons and property and be 
allowed free exercise of their religion.” The hospitals and orphanages 
maintained by the missionaries all evince a spirit of benevolent enterprise. 
Of late years when distress has befallen any portion of the 
missionaries and others have never failed to come forward to assist the 
sufferers by subscribing money and distributing relief. For their cheerful 
readiness to do good and the pleasure they take in works of charity they 
assuredly deserved high commendation. Even granting that amongst the 
converts there are bad as well as good people, still they are all equally 
Chinese subjects, amenable to the jurisdiction of their own authorities, and 
the missionary cannot claim the right interfering in any disputes or 
lawsuits that may arise. There is no reason, therefore, why the people 
and the converts should not live together in peace and harmony. Yet 
mischief-makers are continually fabricating baseless stories which they 
industriously propagate until the suspicions, of the people are aroused, 
and then lawless villains seize the opportunity to create trouble with 
a view to obtaining plunder. If immediate steps are not taken 
to prevent outbreaks of this kind, both the Chinese and the t 
mercantile community will, it is to be feared, have no assurance of safety in 
the future, and the very important interests involved cannot fail to be 


people that they must on no account lend a ready ear to such 
reports and wantonly cause trouble. People who issue anonymous 
and invent stories to inflame the feelings of the people should, it 
submitted, be at once arrested and severely punished. It ist ty 
the local authorities to afford protection at all times to the persons” 
property of foreign merchants and foreign missionaries, and no 

in this respect should be permitted. Should the: ry 

be lacking in stringency or the protection 

to avert disturbance, the local authorities should 
accordance with the facts of the case. 


With regard to the various riots which form 


memorial, and excluding the Wuhu case, the ringleaders ir 
already suffered the full gs pe sia 950 sing 
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In connection with this abseil sek peg se 
anti-missionary riot, I wish now to call special attention to the : of 
a similar riot, or rather of a very much worse one, given in the 
Blue Books by a Chinaman from a Chinese standpoint. | bev ined 
himself was behind the scenes and tells us just how 
managed, who were the responsible persons, and what pao at thei 
played in the game. This account will be found in the chapter on “The 
expulsion of Christianity from Kiangsi and Hunan,” m d in my 
last paper. It appears to be extracted from the Chinese and Foreign Record 


rH PGRE BF. That book is, I believe, published anonymously, but the 
author speaks of himself as on actor in some of the scenes he relates, and 
from what he says of the part he played, he must have been some sort 
of responsible official in Kiangsi. 


He tells us that in 1862 a French priest having asked for a passport to enable 
him to travel, went to Hunan. The Roman Catholies of Changsha and Hsiangtan 
hezring that he was coming were delighted, but the gentry when they heard of it 
were disgusted. They issued placards and held a consultation in regard to 
expelling the Roman Catholics. [The placards stated that] if anyone let houses 
to the priests the houses were to be burnt, if any one entered the sect, his name 
was to be struck off the register of his clan and his children were to be forbidden 
for ever to enter the examinations ; all this was to be done principally because 
these priests use the name of preaching to cover their designs of immorality and 
to establish orphanages for disgraceful purposes, which things the gentry 
graphically and fully described, sending the description on to Kiangsi. When Lo 
Ngan-t’ang, a foreign priest, came with his passaport to the provincial capital of 
Nanchang, in Kiangsi, he was detained, and proceeded no further. The 
examinations were about to be held, and the leading gentry of Nanchang met 
together in full force in the Yu-chang college. There were present Hia T’ing-ké 


an official in the Hanlin Yuan who was on furlough, Liu Ya-sin 


ex-provincial judge of the province of Kansu, and others, They 
took the Hunan placard and, raising a subscription, got a printer within 24 hours 
to print off some tens of thousands of copies, and with them they covered all the 
walls in the principh! thoroughfares of the city, both within and within and 
without. Whea the Frenchman heard of it he went to see the mandarins. It 
happened to be immediately after the accession of the Emperor T’ung Chi [and 
some changes were taking place amongst the high officials]. The new Governor 
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all day and now his door is shut and he will not see visitors, but m 
good many of his servantz, ank I will tell him to go and see how 
fund told my son to go at once on horseback 


people have taken the matter in hand and paid them out. Although we shall be 
blamed for mismanaging things, I will take the responsibility upon myself. Don’t 
talk of searching for the offenders and apprehendipg them. I will report the facts 
(to Peking) and ask that I may be severely with, and no enquiries will be 
made about the doings of the local mandarins ahd -of their assistants.’ On the 
18th of the month (i.e. next day), the old Roman Catholic Church outside the 
city was destroyed, and a boat in which the missionaries were was destroyed also ; 
both by night, The French priests Lo and Fang got away in different directions. 
The former went to Focheu and found shelter on the road at the house of a 
convert named Ch’én. . . . The people sought for him and could not find 
him, but they destroyed several houses belonging to the Ch’én family. 


The sequel to this disgraceful story, itself even yet more disgraceful, ~ 
must be told in connection with the machinations of the Aierat to : 
discredit the orphanage work of the missionaries and to cause even the 
very mame of orphanage to excite the fury of the people asa red rag 
flourished about before the eyes of a bull is said to infuriate to madness a 
beast that if left alone would be perfectly harmless. By the foregoing 
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